
Presidents Report for 2021 
Well, what a year this past year has been for all of us, full of challenges and changes that we did not see coming. 
When we thought that all was going to get back to some sort of normality, events happen and put us right back.  
The virus that caused all troubles last year is still with us and still causing us trouble.  Sudden lockdowns, border 
closures and restrictions on travelling freely between States and within our own States has caused us all a lot of 
worries and problems. 
This past year has seen the Guild break new ground (for us that is) in holding both our AGM and the half yearly 
General Meeting by Zoom.  This allows more members to be able to participate in these important meetings.  As I 
am writing this at the moment it seems as though this year’s Muster (Seminar and Faceting Courses) at Casino, 
will have to be cancelled once more.  The Board will meet in a couple of weeks in early August to make a decision 
about this.  At the top of our priorities is to keep all of our members safe.  Please be assured that the Board will 
always have the best interests of the Guild and its members at heart. 
Our Membership for this year has remained steady.  As our membership fees were restructured last year, this year 
will see the full effect of that restructure take place. 
Facet Talk continues to be the main tool in promoting and communicating changes in our wonderful hobby and art.  
It remains the premier magazine in this field worldwide and is much sort after overseas.  A big Thank You to John 
for making it what it is.  I know that John is always encouraging us to contribute original articles to make it remain 
what it is.  So, with all the time that we have to spend at home we could use it to good advantage and write some 
articles for facet Talk on the way you do things.  You never know when you may be able to help another member 
overcome a problem they have been having.  Having said that John has given the board notification that he will be 
resigning from this position in the very near future.  So there is a need for somebody to come forward to take on 
this role.  It does come with a small stipend to cover costs and time. 
Workshops have been held in some county areas and have been greatly attended by both Guild and Non-Guild 
members.  The workshops usually see an increase in membership afterwards as the participants can see the 
benefits of belonging to the guild. 
Through this past year it became necessary to have a review of our Bylaws in relation to Occupational Health and 
Safety as we are a registered company.  This was carried out by Dave Radke (Queensland Director) and Mark 
Johnson (Victorian Director).  A document has been drawn up and will be sent to you shortly for review, before 
being adopted if accepted at the AGM. 
Our website continues to be a valuable source of information and provides a forum for us all to be able to 
communicate with each other and to discuss any issues that we may have encountered in the enjoyment of our 
hobby.  The board was notified earlier this year about an increase in the fees charge for the hosting of the website.  
Along with the increase there were a couple of options whereby we could save some money.  These options were 
investigated fully and the board chose an option that will save us over the next two years.  This will be reflected in 
this years’ Financial Report. 
I wish to Thank our Secretary, Treasurer, all State Directors, Vice President, Webmaster, Membership Secretary, 
Muster Committee, Competition Coordinator and the Field Trip Coordinator, for all their help and assistance in this 
past year.  Thank you all for your support for, without it, the Guild would not be able to function. 
As I have been able to do a bit of travelling this year, the friendliness of our fellow Facetors never ceases to amaze 
me while touring around, visiting country markets and the small shops in some towns.  Looking at the stones on 
display and asking the question, “Do you cut them yourself” brings an answer in the positive and so begins a 
conversation and sharing of knowledge.  It is similar when we discover or visit a Lapidary Club in a country town 
and meet the Facetors and start to talk and share knowledge.  Everyone is happy to talk and to show off their latest 
treasures.  Whether they are fellow members of the Guild or just Facetors doing their own thing. 
May all your Facets be flat, and your meets meet, unless you are Concave cutting. 
Thank You Reg. 

 

Membership Report 

By Robert Boddington 

Another year has come and gone with lots of interruption caused by the nuisance Covid 19. 

Many activities have been cancelled or reduced in capacity due to this and unfortunately our 

annual Seminar/Muster is one of the casualties. 

We are lucky we have computers as we can still carry on to some extent running the Guild 

activities. Our membership has continued to rise and is now up to 830 members. There has 

been an increase of new members from overseas countries. 13 in the last few months. There 

have been quite a few very favourable comments made about our facet talk magazine from 



Australia and around the world. Well done John and others. 

Your membership fees are coming due any time now. All those members who were used to 

paying their membership at the Seminar at Casino will need to find other ways to make this 

payment. Cheque, Money order, PayPal on line on our web site, Electronic funds transfer to 

BSB; 012670 ANZ account No; 314032304. Overseas members need to quote Swift Code 

ANZ BAU 3M. You can pay by cash but not recommended through the post. 

Barring any more cancelling of our activities I will see some of you at the faceting course that 

John Broadfoot is organising to be held at the Maryborough Show Grounds in early 

September 2021 

Supplies Report 

by Robert Boddington 

The order for supplies has remained steady during the last twelve months. The best selling 

products are Cutting Gemstones a beginners guide to faceting by John Broadfoot and Peter 

Collins, The new USB drive with the facet talk magazines back to number 1, and Evan 

Williams Australian Facet Designs.  

If you require any supplies please give me a call or email with your order and I can then let 

you know what the postage costs will be. My emails and phone numbers are in the facet talk 

magazines. 

2021 Annual Faceting Competition 

The 2021 is now completed with full results listed in this issue of Facet Talk 241. 

Once again Covid 19 has caused cancellation of the Annual Muster where all the stones would have 

been displayed, therefore we have included photographs of the First Places for the Open Division 

only.                        We apologize for not engraving the medallions as strict Covid 19 lockdowns in 

Sydney have prevented travel to the engraver. 

The number of entries were very disappointing this year with only 36 stones from 15 competitors 

being received. We can only assume competitors were reluctant to enter due to Covid? 

Congratulations to all our Champions:  Ray Maunder - Open Champion with 385.20 points 

     Martin Baenziger - Open Runner Up with 384.85 points  

     Les Todkill - Novice Champion with 206.99 points 

     Marissa Karstens - Novice Runner Up with 202.19 points 

     Champion State - New South Wales with 523.31 points 

Congratulations to Frank Woodward with a score of 100 for his entry in Section O.11.4 Triapex. 

Congratulations to Henk Prins with a score of 92.05 for his entry in the Open Challenge Section 

O.10.5 winning the Open Challenge Trophy, which was kindly donated by Andrew Brown from 



Tasmania. 

It was pleasing to see 3 entries in the Concave Section, well done to these competitors for entering 

this interesting faceting style. 

Most Sections in the Novice Division had below standard scores which resulted in no places being 

awarded for those Sections. The Intermediate Division had either only one or two entries so no awards 

are given due to insufficient entries.   

Our trial of a new style of judging sheet was well received by Judges where competitors receive a 

more detailed critique of their entries. I would like some feedback please, constructive or otherwise, 

from competitors on their sheets, just drop me an email to atlobas53@yahoo.com.au with your 

comments. 

I wish to thank our Judges - Colin Wright, Bob Webb and Bob McLean for freely giving their time for 

judging the entries and a big thank you to Pam Ferris for data entry and computations. 

J&L 

There is nothing to report for J&L. 

Paul Sabolta 

2021 Competition Chairman 

Facet Talk, Seminar and Education Report for AFG Annual General Meeting 

12 September 2021 

Facet Talk 

I wish to thank those who have contributed articles for Facet Talk during the past year.  In particular, 

Joe Romer submitted a number of research-type articles.  Other contributors include Doug Menadue, 

Robert Boddington, Rob Fry, Trevor Baldock, Dave Radke, Reg Hall, Rej Poirier, Clarrie Trevena and 

Richard Dunn.  I also thank those who have sent designs for publication.  Thank you to Brian Pepperall 

and Carol van der Pennen for reviewing articles.  I also thank Henk Prins for his review of designs and 

publication on the AFG Web site.   

I would still like to see a lot more home-grown contributions in the way of basic tips and advice in 

faceting.  Currently less than 2% of our membership contribute in some way. 

I will be retiring from the editorial position at the next AGM (2022) – that is after six more issues!   

2021 Muster and Seminar 

Muster, Seminar and Faceting Courses all cancelled.   

The 2021 program is in place for 2022 – fingers crossed! 

Faceting Courses and Workshops 

Two blocks of faceting courses have been conducted by AFG members during the past year: 

May 24 – 28 Twelve participants attended Levels 1 and 2 courses in Emerald, Central Queens-
land.  Most of the participants are or have become members of the AFG.  Tutors were John Broadfoot 
and Robert Boddington. 

September 6 – 10  Level 1 and 2, and workshop.  The Casino courses have been cancelled.  

Maryborough Showgrounds and Equestrian Centre is hosting a small gathering of facetors for courses 

and/or workshop for those who can make it.  (Subject to no lockdowns in SE Qld). 

mailto:atlobas53@yahoo.com.au


Tutors will be John Broadfoot, Barry Chapman and Henk Prins (GemCad).  Trevor Baldock, Matt Young 

(VJ) and Rej Poirier (Gem Cut Studio) have offered to assist as well.  Thanks to all who have offered to 

be involved in this workshop. 

Group Meetings, Workshops and AFG Promotion 

COVID restrictions have continued to curtail Group meetings and get-togethers.   

The President, Reg Hall, visited a number of Lapidary Clubs during his travels in Queensland and we 

have tentatively flagged more faceting courses for the Gemfields (Sapphire) in 2022 (TBC).  Reg’s visits 

and demonstrations were well received.   

In conclusion I would like to thank those who have willingly given their time in organising, conducting 

and promoting educational activities for the AFG during the past year. 

John Broadfoot 

Education Officer  

Editor - Facet Talk 

Website Report 

The website is functioning well. 

Ed Allison 

Webmaster 

GemCad Report 

Going well. Nothing to report. 

Henk Prins 

GemCad Officer 

 

 

 


