
AUSTRALIAN FACETOR’S GUILD LIMITED 

ZOOM BOARD MEETING, 8th August 2021  

 

Meeting Commenced:   7.05pm EST   

Present: Reg Hall, Henk Prins, Keiran Simpson, Dave Radke, Bruce Copper, Carol van der Pennen, 

Richard Dunn, Paul Sabolta 

Apologies:  Lisa Han, John Broadfoot, Mark Johnson, Richard Vaughan 

Business Arising from Minutes of Last Board Meeting: 

1. The Secretary advised the meeting that the Board needs to rescind the motion regarding 

adopting the Code of Conduct, reword it, and vote on a new motion to present the Code of 

Conduct to members for feedback prior to the general meeting in 2022 to enable it to be 

voted on by members. Carol van der Pennen moved a motion to rescind the motion that had 

been passed at the last Board meeting regarding the Code of Conduct, seconded Keiran 

Simpson. Motion carried. 

a. After discussion it was moved by Bruce Copper, that the Board recommends that the 

Australian Facetors Guild present the Code of Conduct to members at the 2022 General 

meeting.  Seconded by Richard Dunn. Motion Carried. 

2. Discussion followed with Paul Sabolta on the Annual and the IFC competitions.  

a. The points discussed were: - 

. In the 2021 Annual Competition, the scores achieved, and the number of entries were low. 

. Paul Sabolta referred to the graphs of results etc from several previous years up to and 

including 2021. 

. He highlighted the low scores for the Novice competition this year. 

. 2021 saw 36 entries from 15 cutters most likely due to COVID’ impact on members and 

lapidary clubs. 

. This highlights the need for the Board to nominate a minimum standard from next year on. 

. If so this standard needs to be written into the schedule. Bruce Copper highlighted that the 

winner of the Novice competition then competes at the next level the following year. 

. There was consensus by the Board that a minimum standard be achieved in the AFG annual 

competition level before an award is presented. 

. Paul Sabolta highlighted that with only one or two entries in a section it doesn’t represent a 

competition with places. He drew the meetings attention to what he was proposing and 

showed that it would only take one line added to the AFLACA rule book. He suggested that 

this changed be taken to AFLACA in 2022. 

Paul Sabolta moved that for the 2022 competition and beyond, the AFG state that the 

minimum standard be 70% to achieve a place. Seconded Henk Prins. 8 Board members for 

the motion and Carol van der Pennen against. Motion Carried. Following a question by 

Richard Dunn, Paul Sabolta confirmed that must be written into the Competition Schedule 

for 2022 and future years.  

b.  Discussion followed on the fact that changes in numbers entering, and composition of 

the new members seem to be changing regarding competitions, especially the AFG 

Annual Competition. 



. Paul Sabolta asked about obtaining more IFC medals? Keiran Simpson advised that he had 

approached Cash’s in Melbourne to check if they still had the moulds and if so for a price on 

60 of each of the bronze, silver and gold medals. The company hasn’t got back to him due to 

closure from COVID lockdowns now.  

. Paul Sabolta raised the point that he is in lockdown and can’t travel outside his area to get 

the Annual Competition medals engraved. Keiran Simpson offered to get it done on the 

Sunshine Coast if he receives the Trophy list from Paul Sabolta. Recipients would be advised 

of the trophies coming separately. 

. the Board discussed the impact of COVID on the Annual Competitions and the IFC. Paul 

Sabolta highlighted that he had not received an entry to this date for the 2022 IFC and he 

was worried about whether it would go ahead.  

. Discussion followed on the 2022 Annual Competition, which is being run by Victoria with 

South Australia in 2023. Paul Sabolta gave praise to Ray Maunder for being a consistent 

participant in both the Annual and IFC competitions.  

. Discussion followed on using the AFG forum and in getting more members getting involved 

and using it. Paul Sabolta raised his concern about one forum response to a question. Other 

Board members upon hearing the response from the Forum were not concerned.  

. The meeting acknowledged that if COVID affected the running of the 2022 Annual 

Competition, it would be better to cancel it and have Victoria rerun it in 2023.  

. Before his departure from the meeting, the President thanked Paul Sabolta for his input 

and efforts with the 2021 Annual Competition and the IFC so far.  

Finances:  Treasurer’s Report.  The Secretary reported the finances as:- On Line Saver Account $ 10 

408.75, Cheque Account $4313.71  ,  Cash Management account $57.71 . Moved Keiran Simpson                                

, seconded  Bruce Copper, that the finances as reported be accepted. Motion Carried.                                               

Correspondence: 

Outward to:  

a)  Company statement return to ASIC through BNW 

b) Bulk email advising cancellation of Seminar/Muster 2021   

Inward from:  

a) GLC of NSW June newsletter 

b) Company Statement return plus bill from ASIC  

c) Renewal of Public Liability Insurance from Websters in SA 

Moved Keiran Simpson, seconded Carol van der Pennen that the Correspondence be accepted.  

Motion Carried .   

General Business: 

a) Cancellation motion for 2021 Seminar/Muster after advice from Seminar Committee. 

. Moved Carol van der Pennen that the Seminar/Muster for 2021 be cancelled due to COVID 

restrictions. Seconded Henk Prins. Motion Carried. 

b) Approval for John Broadfoot to conduct faceting course at Maryborough under the auspices 

of the AFG; and discussion on the two ideas pages submitted by John Broadfoot. 

. The President advised that the faceting Courses in the past were run under John 

Broadfoot’s Company GemInfo, which has now been disbanded. After discussions with John 



Broadfoot about the copyright of the Course notes, he advised that John Broadfoot, after 

discussions, has assigned the intellectual rights to the AFG. He advised that now the Board 

authorizes John Broadfoot to run the Courses on the AFG’s behalf. The Secretary advised 

that he had already sent John Broadfoot a copy of the Guild’s Public Liability Insurance as it 

was being requested by the Maryborough Show Society. This would enable the faceting 

Course to go ahead. That John Broadfoot be given the Board’s approval to conduct a faceting 

Course at the Maryborough Show Grounds under the auspices of the AFG. Moved Keiran 

Simpson, seconded Bruce Copper. Motion Carried. 

. Carol van der Pennen queried what was happening now as regards the financial cost of 

running the faceting course now under the auspices of the AFG. The Secretary had circulated 

the costing for the Course provided by John Broadfoot. The participants pay for the course 

into John Broadfoot’s account and the Course is cost neutral.  She raised the point that if the 

courses are run under the AFG’ auspices then the Guild needs a balance sheet and a profit 

and loss statement and is a legal requirement for the Guild as a company. Keiran Simpson 

advised that Lisa Han, the AFG’s Treasurer needs to be advised so that the course can be 

entered into the AFG’s books as an event.  Item raised about meeting the Guild’s ASIC 

requirements were sub-contractors and how it would show on the Guild’s books. Carol van 

der Pennen advised that the Board needs to obtain advice on this issue.  

. Keiran Simpson drew attention to the sheet from John Broadfoot on ideas regarding 

holding faceting courses. The two options presented by John Broadfoot were having state 

run or coordinated faceting courses and running a weeklong faceting course either before or 

after the annual Gemboree which attracts a considerable number of facetors from around 

the Country. Henk Prins also advised that GemFest on the Queensland Gemfields has a 

GemFest each year COVID allowing. Reg Hall advised that he had had informal discussions 

with the President and Secretary of the Gemfields Lapidary Club about running a faceting 

course either before or after GemFest. This would require access for a week to the Lapidary 

Club’s premises. He received a positive response. He advised that he had also been in 

contact with the VGCA regarding a similar concept.  

. Bruce Copper advised that in NSW, the Gemkana would be an equivalent event to tag onto. 

Dave Radke advised that in Queensland individual Clubs hold their own events. Richard 

Dunn advised that in WA due to the low numbers there is no major lapidary event to tag 

onto. He advised he had just finished conducting a Level 1 faceting course that was well 

received by participants. He recommended that all states have at least one tutor who can 

conduct a level 1 and 2 Faceting Course.  

c) Plan and timeline for AGM to be conducted on 12 September 2021 as a Zoom Meeting. 

. After discussion the Board decided that the 2021 AGM be held on September 12 at 4.00pm 

Brisbane Time. This would allow the Treasurer to participate. Carol van der Pennen has the 

voting form on Google Docs and advised it was ready for testing. In the bulk emails and on 

the website members will be advised if they have concerns about using Zoom to contact 

their State Director for help. Carol van der Pennen suggested that the voting form could be 

sent out earlier to members to help get them involved and close it just before the 

commencement of the AGM. The meeting decided to keep the Zoom account at the current 

level of up to 100 participants.  

d) Discussion on appointment of Garry Gatfield as Field Trip Officer for Musters. 

. Keiran Simpson advised that the Seminar Committee and John Broadfoot had asked that the Board 

officially appoint Garry Gatfield as the Field Trip Officer. After discussion Carol van der Pennen 



moved that the AFG Board ratify the appointment of Garry Gatfield as Field Trip Officer. Seconded 

by Dave Radke. Motion Carried. 

e) Renewal of Public Liability Insurance for next 12 months. 

. Keiran Simpson advised of the arrival of the $10 000 000.00 Public Liability Insurance for a sum of 

$1180.10 for 12 months renewal. He didn’t have a price for a coverage of $20 000 000.00 but would 

request a quote. The AFG has not had a claim.  Henk Prins advised that the level would depend on 

what outside venues are requiring.  

. Discussion followed on what restraints now and in the future COVID might apply to the conduct of 

events such as a faceting Course, and how this might impact on the AFG. Carol van der Pennen 

moved that the Secretary organise the renewal of the policy and seek a quotation for an upgrade to 

$20 000 000.00 cover. Seconded by Richard Dunn. Motion Carried.  

 

e) General Business 

. Reg Hall asked the Board that due to the low numbers in 2021 competition, does the AFG 

conduct an Annual Competition in 2022?   Carol van der Pennen raised the point that the 

Board needs to look at the costs incurred by the Guild to conduct the competition.  

Discussion followed and Henk Prins moved that the AFG conduct a competition in 2022. 

Seconder Bruce Copper. Motion Carried.   

. Reg Hall also advised that the Webmaster is able to conduct a survey through the web site. 

Reg Hall suggested that Directors send suggestions on the survey to the Secretary who will 

collate them and distribute them to the Board for perusal and response.  

. Henk Prins asked the Board whether the AFG continues using Casino for the 

Seminar/Muster. After discussion the Board was unanimous in continuing using the venue at 

Casino.  

. Carol van der Pennen asked the Board to consider running a faceting course in conjunction 

with the Gemboree each year. Bruce Copper suggested also considering doing a similar 

event tagged onto a state’s GemKana if they hold one. The Board was in favour of these two 

suggestions and advised that it was up to each state group to organize.  

Meeting Closed:  As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.04 pm. 

 


